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ADE RTITSE ME NZ. 


HE following LETTER was originally 


wrote for private Uſe, and the Satisfaction 
of a Friend; at whoſe Requeſt i it is now made 


Publick. It-i is not to be expected that every = 


Reader ſhould be brought over to the Writer's 
Opinion ; if any thing that is here advanced 
may be ſucceſsful enough, to abate in any De- 
gree thoſe Prejudices; or inlarge thoſe Ideas, 
which ſome of us have but too partially con- 
ceived of this Electorate, the Author: will 


think it Compenſation ſufficient for his diſinte- 


reſted Labour. 


| 


SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON 


HANOVER. 


SIR 
Know not what Inducement 


you could have, for defiring 


my Opinion in Writing, on 


a Subject, wherein we ſo widely 
differ. The many Years we 
have 


(6) 


have paſſed together in an un- 


remitted Intercourſe of Friend- 
{hip and Intimacy, will not ad- 


mit me to think you capable of 
any unworthy Deſign ; I ſhall, 
therefore, in complying with 
your Requeſt, diſcloſe my 
Thoughts in the Unreſervedneſs 
of a Friend; and with that Im- 
partial Sincerity, which becomes 
a Man, whoſe Aim is only to 
inform himſelf of Truth, and 
by that Standard to regulate his 
own Judgment; without paying 
any Regard to Party, modiſh or 
popular Opinions. 1 


FREE Enquiries into Reli- 
gion and Politicks, are the pe- 
culiar Privileges of Engliſh Men, 
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and ought to have ſome Share 
in the Breaſt of every Briton ; 
who is capable of Reflection, 
and enjoys the Means of acqui- 
ring any Lights to aſſiſt him in 
ſuch laudable Purſuits. It was 
this, that opened our worthy An- 
ceſtors Eyes from Popery, and 
implicit Faith; it was this, 
which contributed to diſengage 
them from thoſe Shackles of 
Slavery, that ſome of our Fo- 
reignized Miniſters were wick - 
edly preparing for their native 
Country; and will inevitably be 
our Lot, whenever a Creature 
to France, ſhall unhappily for 
us, ſway the Scepter of theſe 
Realms. It was this, which un- 
deceived the honeſter, and 
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more diſcerning Part of the Na- 
tion, towards the Cloſe of Queen 
Anne's Reign; by making them 
ſenſible, that the Acceſſion of 
the preſent Family to the Crown 
of Great-Britain, was the only 
Monarchical Security, they could 
rely on, for the Continuance of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and our 
invaluable Civil Rights, and Li- 
berties. 5 


HAVING premiſed thus far, 
how much a free, diſpaſſionate 
Manner of judging imports an 
Engliſhman ; I come now to the 
more immediate Subje® of this 
Letter, 


YOU 


(9) 


YOU were pleas'd, Sir, to 
begin the Converſation a few 
Weeks ſince, by obſerving to 
me the great Surprize you were 
in, to ſee me ſo warm an Advo- 
cate for the Intereſt of Hanover; 
in Oppoſition, as you call'd it, 
to the Deſign of the Act of Set- 
tlement. Which, ſay you, ex- 
preſſly declares that This ation 
be not obliged to engage in any 
War for the Defence of any 


Dominions, or Territories, which 


do not belong to the Crown of 


England, wizhout the Conjent of 


Parliament. 


AS this Country does not af- 
fd me the Opportunity of 
B having 


( 10 ) 
having Recourſe to the Act it- 


ſelf; I ſhall take for granted 
what you then aſſerted, be- 


lieving myſelf to be under no 


Difficulty in ſhewing you, that 


my Sentiments are in no wiſe 
contrary to the plain, and natu- 
ral Meaning of that Part of the 
Act. 


I Will not take any Advan- 
tage from your Words, be not 
. obliged ; by obſerving to you, 
that they do not amountto anab- 
ſolute, indefinite Denial of our 
Aſſiſtance ; but only imply a 
conditional Limitation ; im- 
porting, that this Nation ſhall 


be under no Compulſion to give 


ſuch Aſſiſtance without the Con- 


ſent 
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ſent of Parliament. Nor does it 
preclude the Parliament from af- 
terwards ratifying ſuch Meaſures, 
which may be taken without 
their Conſent, during the Time 
of their Prorogation; eſpecially 
when ſuch Meaſures are juſtifiable. 
from urgent Neceſſity. 


I Allo 1 this Clauſe 


in another Light; it ſeems to me 


to be intended to reſtrain any 
Power, who might ſucceed to 
this Crown, and be poſleſs'd of 
any Foreign Dominions, from 
entering into ambitious, or of- 


fenſive Quarrels ; rather than to 


tie up the Hands of his Britiſb 
Subjects from eſpouſing his 
Cauſe, when unjuſtly attack'd 
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(3) 
in his Foreign Territories. In 
this Proviſion the Authors cer- 
tainly had the Sagacity of wiſe 
Policitians, and the Honeſty of 
true Patriots to their Country. 
As they could not foreſee what 
might be the Turn of their fu- 
ture Sovereigns, they were cer- 
tainly right, in not giving them 
any Encouragement to expect a 
Support from the Engliſh Nation, 
in their Projects of extending 


their German Dominions, whilſt 


they were unmoleſted by their 
Neighbours: For the Hopes of 
being ſeconded by fo powertul a 
People, might blind the Eyes of 
the beſt of Princes, and make 
them, in the Fulneſs of their 


Strength, forget the Laws of 


Equity. 


613) 
Equity. But all this is no Bar, 
or Objection to our giving them 
ſome Aſſiſtance, when their Pa- 
trimony is invaded by a ſuperior 
Power, or Neighbour. 


THESE are the Inferences 
I draw from this Part of the 
foregoing recited Act; and 
which appear to me to be very 
obvious, and reaſonable. For 
the A& could never imply a 


Prohibition of our Aſſiſtance in 


all Caſes whatſoever : That, in- 
deed, would be telling all the 
World in plain Terms, that not- 
withſtanding our having call'd 
the Houſe of Hanover to the 
Government of theſe Kingdoms, 
we nevertheleſs diſclaim all Al- 

| liance, 


= 
—— 
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liance, or Friendſhip, with the 
Family in their EleQoral Ca- 
pacity; even tho! their Domi- 
nions ſhould be attack'd in Con- 


ſequence of their Chief's (as 


King of Great-Britain) being 
engaged in any Wars, either 
National, or for the Common 
Cauſe of Liberty, Whatever 
Infatuation, or Diſhoneſty, might 
at that Time poſſeſs the Enemies 
to this Family ; I am ſure the 
real Well-wiſhers to Europe, 
could never have meant to cir- 
cumſcribe the Power of this Na- 
tion, within ſuch unjuſt, and 
impolitick Boundaries. 


If Hanover has been infulted, 
or menaced of late Vears, let it 


be 


( 15 ) 
be conſidered, that it was ſince the 


breaking out of the War with 


Spain; and the Supportwhichwe 
have ſo ſerviceably given to that 
illuſtrious Princeſs, the Queen of 


Hungary. Was Hanover then, 


in any Shape, the Cauſe of theſe 


Events ; or is ſhe more imme- 
diately concerned in the Iſſue of 
them, than Great- Britain her- 
ſelf? In the one ſhe can have 
no Intereſt excluſive, or ſeparate 
from her Connexion to this 
Iſland; and in the Preſervation 
of Italy from the Bourbon Fa- 
mily, and her Creatures, ſhe can 
have no more than the reſt of 
the Princes of Europe; whoſe 
Buſineſs it is, to oppoſe all her 


' ambitious Deſigns. To prevent 


them 


626) 
them from having any further 
Footing in 1zaly, is of infinite 
more Importance to us, than to 


any other Nation; becauſe ſuch 
a Footing would be wounding 


our Trade in one of its vital 


Parts, as well as weakening the 
Maritime Intereſt. 


I Will be bold to ſay a- 
gain, that whatever Affronts 
Hanover has undergone were in 

Conſequence of, and entirely 
owing to the Oppoſition, which 
the Engliſh Nation has made to 
the deſtructive Views of France, 
and Spain. If this is Fact, 
which, I am of Opinion, cannot 
be denied with any Colour of 


Truth ; why do we ſuffer our- 
ſelves 


1 


ſelves to be miſled by the Vio- 


lence and Chimeras of angry 
Writers, who, if they mean ho- 


neſtly certainly injure their 
Country, by their Prejudice and 


Miſtakes ; inſtead of ſerving it 
by imparting their Knowledge 


with Candour and Impartiality. 


WHEN the Country of any 
Friend or Ally is beſieged by 
an Enemy, can that Power, in 
whoſe Cauſe the Friend, or Al- 
ly is engaged, refuſe with the 


leaſt Face of Juſtice, to give 
him his Aſſiſtance ? When this 


may happen to be the Caſe with 


Hanover, is there any Diffe- 


rence, or has ſhe a leſs Title to 


our Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance, 


C than 


„ 

than any other Court? I believe 
every unprejudiced Man will 
readily agree in the Negative. 


IT requires but very little 
Skill in Politicks to ſee, that 
whenever France is out of Hu- 
mour with the Meaſures of Eng- 
land, and has the Opportunity, 
ſhe will never fail to play us off 
againſt Hanover; which, either 
ſhe, or ſome others for her, have 
endeavoured by their Artifices 
to render odious and uneaſy to 
this Nation. But ſay you, the 
very Poſſibility of its being a 
Bone of Contention is Reaſon 
ſufficient with you, for our 
having nothing to do with that 
Electorate, This reminds me 


of 


( 19 ) 
of the Amputation in Philoſo- 
phy, which the Stoicks adviſe us 
to, to cut of all Deſires, to pre- 
vent all Occaſions of Want. I 
have no Objection to the Expe- 
riment for Hermits, and thoſe 
of recluſe Lives; but I do not 
think it practicable enough to be 
adopted into the Syſtem cf 
States in the preſent Situation of 
the World. Lycurgus himſelf, 
that famous Reformer, could li- 
mit the Power of his Country- 
men with Reſpect to Riches, but 
I don't remember that he ever 
went about to leſſen the Power 
of his Country, by abridging 
its Territories: And the Romans, 
who underſtood Politicks, per- 


haps, as well as any People, ei- 
C 2 ther 
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ther before or ſince them, never 
relinquiſh'd to their Enemies 
any of their Dependencies, be- 
caule they might ſometimes 
prove a little troubleſome or in- 


convenient. To give away all 
our Money, excepting what is 


requiſite for the Neceflaries of 
Life, may contribute more to 
our real Happineſs, by removing 
the Cauſe of Care, and Anxiety, 
than the higheſt Affluence can 


do by encreaſing them; but 


whoever makes this Reſignation 
will find no Addition to his 


Power. 


I T is "INE to every Body 
of what Conſequence Maritime 
Forts, and Harbours are to the 

Trade 
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Trade of this Nation, even tho 
they ſhould require a very heavy 
Expence to keep them up ; our 
Forefathers thought ſo, and well 
they might, for Experience taught 
them the Benefits reſulting from 
ſuch convenient, valuable Poſ- 
ſeſſions : And I do not ſee why 
the ſame Arguments may not in 
ſome Degree hold good: with 
Reſpect to our having a natura- 
ized Tenure among the Ger- 
-anick Body on the Continent ; 
by which Means we might have 
an Opportunity of parrying the 
Thruſts, that France may make 
in that Quarter. 


WE claim the Sovereignty of 
the Sea, and boaſt our Superio- 
rity 


( 22 ) 
rity of Strength to France ; and 
ſhall we then meanly truckle to 
her Deſigns, by giving up thoſe 
Poſſeſſions we cannot hold, for 
Fear of offending his Chri/- 
tian Majefly ? Will he look 
upon ſuch a Surrender, as Po- 
litengſs, or Complaiſance in us to 
his moſt ſacred and righteous 
Perſon ? or can. he regard it in 
any other Light, than a Dread 
of his Diſpleaſure? If we are 
drove to this Neceſſity, we can 
no longer hope to preſerve the 
Ballance of Power in Europe. 
Are we unable to keep an here- 
ditary Eſtate in the Family of 
our Sovereign? in what Manner 
can we expect to ſupport any of 
the Princes in the Empire, who 
ſhall 


( 23) 
ſhall withdraw themſelves from 
their Servile Dependance on 
France, into which they were 
probably neceſſitated, for want 


of more powerful Friends to 
defend them. 


FOR Argument's fake, let 
us view this Electorate in other 
Hands. In that Caſe, either a 
Friend or an nemy muſt be in 
Poſſeſſion of it; for its hardly 
poſſible, in Times of publick, 
and general Commotions on the 
Continent, that the Poſſeſſor 
can be neutral long: If the 
former enjoys it, I do not ſee 
the Alteration to be material, in 
Regard to the Intereſt of the 
Common Cauſe, It would then 


be 


( 24 ) 
be our Buſineſs to prevent its 


falling into the Hands of the 


Enemy, and more eſpecially if 


a Romiſh one; becauſe ſuch an 
Acquiſition could not fail of 
bringing him a very conſiderable 
Addition of Power: For fo 
much as the Proteſtants loſe in 
Germany is ſo much Gain to the 


Papal Cauſe. And are we then 
leſs ſenſible at this Juncture, how | 

important this Poſſeſſion is to us, 
than what we ſhould infallibly 


be, were we once to experience 


the Loſs of it? 


ADD to this, that thoſe glo- 
rious Men, who ſettled the Suc- 
ceſſion in the preſent Family, 
never dreamt that the Electorate 


of 


( 25) 
of Hanover was a Tenure in- 
compatible with the Crown of 
Great-Britain. This is a po- 
litical Diſcovery of a late Date, 
upon which ſome of our Mo- 


derns mightily plume themſelves. 


You may remember what Im- 
pediments King William III. 
met with from groundleſs Jea- 
loufies, in the Proſecution of his 
glorious Deſigns for the general 


Good of Europe, and this Na- 


tion in particular: The ſame 


_ Cauſes will for the moſt part 


produce the ſame Effects. There 
are not wanting artful Men a- 
mongſt us, who. throw out 


plauſible Deſigns to catch the 


unthinking, under the Pretence 
of publick Service, but never 
- 393-97 ad 
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intended it: If you doubt this, 
I pray only to refer you to Fac- 
tion Detected, the celebrated 
Author there frankly acknow- 
ledges this to have been in ſome 
Degree the Compaſs, by which 
the Male-contented Whigs ſteer- 
ed their Oppoſition ; they joined 
the Tories in their Scheme to 
overſet the late Miniſtry, when 
that was accompliſh'd, and they 
had got themſelves well provided 
for by Places and Honours, they 
forſook their old, convenient 
Friends, having no further Ser- 
vice for them; and the People, 
who expected mighty Wonders 
by the Change, remain'd like 
ſtaring Spectators at a Juggler's 
Box. Niſum teneatis Amici? 
But to return I 


(97) 


I will give you, Sir, another 
Reaſon why I think it our In- 
tereſt to be upon good Terms 
with Hanover. Have we any 
Defire, 1 is it of any Conſequence 
for us to maintain the Ballance 
of Power in Europe, ot would 
we, in order to which, preſerve 
any Influence over the reſt” of 
the EleQors, or the Princes of 
the Empire? If this is our Sen- 
tient, it then behoves us to be 
in Harmony and Friendſhip with 
_ this Electorate. For what Con- 
fidence can they place in us, 
when they ſee” us ill-inclin'd to 
an Electorate, to which we are 
in ſome Degree related; they 
| cannot think us better affected 
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towards them. As they have 
but little Opportunities of know- 


ing the real Diſpoſitions of this 


Nation, but from outward Ap- 
pearances, they muſt judge, of 
us by Exteriors, if thoſe Exte- 
riors ſhould diſcourage them 
from joining with us in the 
Common Cauſe, we ſhall have no 
Body to blame but ourſelyes. 
Yet, if we are unanimous, and 
foment no groundleſs, pernicious 
Diviſions with Regard to this 


Electorate; there may be found 
Princes on the Continent, who 
will with the greater Alacrity aſ- 
ſociate themſelves with us, in 


the Defence of the Liberty of 


Europe. We may cope with 
our Maritime Enemies by Sea, 


and 


{ 
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and fend our floating Caſtles to 


the Aſſiſtance of our Maritime 
Friends; but a naval Force can 
have no great Influence over in- 
land Princes ; with them other 
Meaſures muſt be had Recourſe 
to; and what can be more con- 
vincing to them, than ſeeing us 
embark'd in one joint and natu- 
ral Intereſt ? 


MY laſt Reaſon for the Sup- 
port of this Electorate in the 
preſent Family, is becauſe I ap- 
prehend the Honour of this 
Nation to be greatly connected 
with the Preſervation thereof. 
It is certainly of infinitely leſs 
Diſhonour to be diſmember'd by 
the Fortune of War, either of 

own 


(92.1 

our own or Allies Territories, 
than tamely to ſurrender them 
through Fear of Compulſion, 
eſpecially from an Enemy whoſe 
Machinations we ought ever to 
watch aàgainſt and oppoſe to the 
utmoſt of our Power. And 
when we are engaged in any de- 
fenfive War on the Continent, 
I hope, that that Providence, 
which has ſo remarkably ap- 
peared in our Favour,: will ſtill 
continue to proſper thoſe Arms 
that have formerly, under his 
Auf pices, work'd the : Delive- 
rance of Europe from French 
Tyranny, and this Nation from 
N and n 0 
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I Have now, Sir, given you 
the Reaſons for my Attachment, 
as you call it, to the Electorate 
of Hanover ; and it has been a 
principal Aim with {me, to pre- 
ſerve an impartial Medium be- 
tween the Intereſt of this Nation 
and that Electorate, If your 
Patience ſhould be wearied out 
with the Prolixity of this Let- 
ter, pray conſider that I drew 
up this, my Political Creed, at 
your own Requeſt, which I ſub- 
ſcribe likewiſe with the Aſſurance 
of my being, f 8 
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